Professional ethics and patients' rights: past realities, future imperatives.
The nature and application of professional ethics in relation to patients' rights is not always clearly understood by healthcare professionals. As a result, patients' rights are not always respected or upheld in a way that they ought to be. An undersirable consequence of this has been that patients have suffered otherwise avoidable harms. The issue of professional ethics and patients' rights is one of concern to all healthcare professionals. It is of particular concern to nurses since they are the ones who are often caught in situations involving abuses of patients' rights. This paper briefly examines the failure of professional ethics to prevent patients' rights' abuses in healthcare contexts. It also makes recommendations on how the nursing profession could respond to this problem.